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FROM THE HEADTEACHER'’S DESK

This year, to commemorate 100 years since the end of
World War 1, we have held a number of events. | was
fortunate to accompany the Senior Prefect team to lay a
wreath at the Menin Gate ceremony in October. It was a
privilege to remember the 35 young men from Gower-
ton School that lost their lives in World War 1. In all our
events pupils have shown respect and dignity. Each

event has been particularly poignant. The newsletter this

month is dedicated to Remembrance.
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ANNUAL SERVICE OF REMEMBERANCE

This year our service was dedicated entirely to the fallen
of World War 1. Thanks to the excellent work of a
researcher, Mr. Steven John, we were able to share
details about each of the 35 Gowertonians, their lives,
families and war experiences. Mr. Steven John had
kindly agreed over a year ago to research the records
and has placed his findings on his website ‘West Wales
War Memorial Project’ (Gowerton County School War
Memorial) a fascinating website and well worth a read.
Pupils from years 7-10 during the week of
Remembrance had assemblies dedicated to the
Gowertonians. On Friday our Annual Service of
remembrance was attended by our invited guests from
the community, year 11 and our sixth form. During an
emotional service, all that werepresent heard the wind-
band perform ‘Bring Him Home’ and Eloise year 12
played the Last Post perfectly and with emotion. There
were readings from Mr. Jones and Miss Lawlor and they
also read the names of each of the Gowertonians while
accompanied by a brass trio playing calm, haunting
music and pupils walked into the hall to represent each
of the fallen.

A moving moment within the service which

culminated in an emotional poem read by Mr
Bryan Bevan, a member of Dunvant Male
Choir. Mr Bevan joined the Royal Navy at the
age of 18, served in the North Atlantic, the
Russian Convoys and at the D-Day Landings. It
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was a memorable event and a fitting tribute
to the fallen. Our Head boy, Head girl and
Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant of West
Glamorgan, Mr Byron Lewis, laid the wreaths
at our school memorials. Pupils from the
cadets helped to sell poppies.
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CONCERT

week an evening concert was held at Penclawdd

ry school in which our pupils performed a selection of songs
r Remembrance. The choir consisted of pupils from each of our
partner schools. The North Gower Partnership choir of 60 pupils
sang beautifully. A particular favourite with the audience was a
beautiful, a cappella item from Josie, Maisey and Caitlin from year
11. Penclawdd Brass Band also performed and the evening ended

with community singing.

SENIOR PREFECT TEAM VISIT YPRES
Four pupils from our 6th form accompanied by our Headteacher,
deputy Headteacher and resources’ manager visited Belgium for a

weekend of commemoration. A commemoration plaque had been

made and this was ed at various graves and memorials of the

Gowertonian fallent At the beautiful, poignant 8pm Menin Gate
ceremony head b
wreath of behalf chool. The following day we visited the
Welsh Memori m Ridge to lay another wreath and then we
visited the Pas useum, which was both educational and

enjoyable.
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YEAR 7 SMASH THE RICKSHAW
CHALLENGE

Year 7 pupils have been completing their own
version of the One Show Rickshaw Challenge the
past week. Pupils have been logging up the miles
this week by rowing cycling and running in the
Fitness Suite at lunch time. They have shown con-
siderable commitment and effort. The Challenge
was 423miles (681km). Year 7 completed an out-
standing 649 miles (1046 km). Well done to all

involved!

ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE

Year 11 students took part in a Road Safety initiative
today at Reynoldston Fire Station. The initiative, the
first of its kind, was designed to improve awareness
of road safety as well as educate students on the
hazards and misconceptions around safe driving. The
initiative was created through collaboration with the
local Fire Service as well as charity funding with the
aim of reducing causalities on Gower roads. Students
were given training about how best to lower risk of
RTA’s while driving, used virtual reality headsets to
demonstrate what happens in the aftermath of an
RTA, as well as given a tour of the station and it’s
equipment. The initiative was a huge success and
further dates have now been given which will be
opened up to students after the Christmas break.
We would like to thank Mid and West Wales Fire
Service and Swansea Council for facilitating

the event and special thanks to Fiona Hughes, a
volunteer, who obtained the funding for such an
event to take place.




